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A note from the President

Dear Friends of SAI,
My responsibility as President is to stand up as a good advocate for people with disabilities, talk for people that can’t talk for themselves, and let people know that we are human and that we have the right to a good life. Self-advocacy is important because it gives people with disabilities an opportunity to stand up for their rights and know what they want for their life as a person with a disability. It gives you the strength to know that you can make it. 
In August of this year, I was proud that we, as Self-Advocates of Indiana, were able to host a conference for 120 people and a picnic for 450 people. It was a big success for us because we got to show people that we could do it ourselves. Starting in March, we knew what we wanted and what it would take to get there. It took a lot of committee meetings, conference calls, support from others, people lending advice, and even some bumping of heads. And that’s how we put together that conference.
It gave us an understanding of knowing that we could do it. We showed people that we can do it. Planning the conference wasn’t easy. But working together with people who understood and shared a goal made it possible. I learned that if you work together as an organization, you can pretty much do anything. The Board Members and staff worked together. We saw what we wanted to do, and we did it. I think that’s how you can make a good self-advocate group. You have to work together to show people “this is what I want, and this is how the group will support each other.”
There are still challenges facing people with disabilities. Employment has a ways to go for people with disabilities. Knowing that people want to be able to work and hold a job that we want, there are so many people that are scared about the future. That will be a big focus next year. 
Transportation continues to be a challenge, too. There aren’t enough options for people with disabilities, making it tough for people to get where they need to be. We have a voice; but I don’t think our voice is always heard like it should be. There are still obstacles that need to be worked on.
SAI is up to the challenge. There are people that know that SAI is growing, and we are moving in the right direction. We are giving people with disabilities a chance and the courage to push for the life they want. We have big things planned for the new year. Be on the look-out, because Self-Advocates of Indiana is ready to tackle 2012 with new goals, new ideas, and new advocates. We hope you’ll join us.
All the best,
[image: ]
Melody Cooper
President, Self-Advocates of Indiana

Accomplishments: Self-Advocacy at work
Active since 1990, Self-Advocates of Indiana works hard to promote rights and opportunities for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Self-advocates have led trainings, planned conferences, educated others, attended meetings, presented speeches, promoted disability awareness, affected policy, and participated in capacity building to grow their skills as groups and individuals. 2011 was no different, as Self-Advocates of Indiana and its participating chapters and members demonstrated their role as civically engaged and contributing members of society—learning, leading, working, and serving their communities on a daily basis. Here are the highlights from 2011.
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SAI: At-a-Glance
25 current Board Members
42 statewide Self-Advocate Groups
50+ trainings, meetings, and presentations
4 Statewide meetings (75-120 attending)
6 Board Meetings
450 people at the SAI Picnic in August
120 people at the SAI Conference in August
5 new self-advocacy groups in 2011
6 committees (Advocacy, Conference Planning, Executive, Fundraising, Training, Public Policy)
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2011 Events and Speaking Engagements:
Valentine’s Day at the State House
Disability Awareness Month
Envisioning the Future – Allies in Self-Advocacy” 
conference in Ohio
Building Pathways to Empowerment
 forum
SABE Conference
International Aktion Club Conference
Disability Awareness presentation at Ivy Tech (Marion)
Disability Awareness presentation at local elementary and middle schools
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SAI Gained Skills and Training about:
Employment: Is it a Big Deal to You?
Understanding the Latest in Waivers and Services
SA Summit Panel Presentation
After the Valentines, WHAT?
Voting (Presented by IPAS)
Self-Advocacy, Self-Determination, and YOU
Leadership BINGO
How a SA Group Can Help You Lead & Succeed
Interviewing Do’s and Don’ts
How to be a Good Ally/Helper
You Are the Boss – Politicians are Hired to Help
Fifth Freedom
)
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SAI Members gave back through…
Canned food drives
Environmental clean-up
Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day 
Highway clean-up
Ronald McDonald House
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SAI Members are also associated with…
Self-Advocates of Indiana

Self-Advocates of Indiana

· 
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· The Arc of Indiana
· The Arc’s Building Pathways Campaign
· The Arc’s Waiting List Task Force
· Advocates Group (Government Center)
· Central Indiana Regional Transportation Authority
· Division of Disability & Rehabilitation Services
· Down Syndrome Indiana
· Family & Social Services Administration
· Governmental Affairs Committee
· Indiana Alliance for Full Participation
· INARF
· IPMG
· Kiwanis/Aktion Clubs
· Transit Advocacy Partnership
· Valparaiso Mayor’s Disability Council
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Follow us: SelfAdvocatesIN
)[image: Twitter-256x256] (
www.facebook.com/saindiana
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107 N. Pennsylvania Street, Suite 800  -  Indianapolis, IN 46204  -  (317) 977-2375
Melody Cooper (mcooper@arcind.org)  -  Rebecca Scherpelz (rscherpelz@arcind.org)
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